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DENVER PRE-DANCE POTLUCKS ON 2ND FRIDAYS  

January 9, February 13, and March 13 
Come join the fun at the Denver pre-dance potlucks 2nd Fridays until daylight savings-time kicks in.  Mark your calendars - be there at 
6:00pm, done by 7:15 - before the lessons.  Bring something wonderful to eat for 6-8 people, and your own table set-up so we won't be 
contributing to the land fill.  Hope to see you there!  
                                                                                  Your partners in food:  Deb 720.363.6385,  Ned 303.922.7535, and Steve 720.320.7868  

   

 

 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT – CAROL FEY AND PATRICK FITZGER ALD 
 

Have you seen these two dancers lately?  Of course you haven’t—they’re working in 
Antarctica! 
 
Carol Fey & Pat Fitzgerald are at McMurdo Station, Antarctica.  Carol says, “It’s our 
idea of going south—far south—for the winter.”  In Antarctica, October through 
February is summer.  Early summer temperatures are about 10 degrees on either side of 
zero.  But by January they can reach 50º F, so it’s possible to be warmer than Colorado.  
The sun is always up until it sets briefly in late February.  The time there is tomorrow—
less four hours. 
 
Pat worked in Antarctica 15 years ago as an engineer.  Carol got hooked on the idea 
when they went on a Ken McFarland dance trip that took them on a side trip to the 
Purdue Bay Alaskan oil fields on the Arctic Ocean.  Pat told her it was like Antarctica, 
and two years later, they’re there. 
 
In Antarctica Carol is a heating mechanic, which fits with her at-home profession as a 
technical trainer and writer in the HVAC business.  This time around Pat settled with 
being a dining attendant.  “It’s not what I’m doing, but where,” he says.  “Besides, I 
learned by volunteering to prepare refreshments for the Denver contra dances that 
working in the kitchen can be fun.” 
 
You may know Pat and Carol as the “parents” of the service-dog-puppy-in-training, 

Ellie.  The golden retriever attended many Denver dances this year, starting when she was four months old.  Pat says, “Just as her vest 
said, Ellie was working.  Her job was to stay calm while meeting new people.  That’s hard for a puppy.”  Ellie will serve a mobility-
impaired person through Canine Partners of the Rockies. 
 
Carol has been a contra dancer for nearly 20 years.  She laughs, “When Pat 
and I met eight years ago, he promised he would learn to dance.  Somehow 
he broke his foot at his first contra dance lesson.  It immediately swelled up 
and turned purple.” 
 
Pat came back to contra quickly and the two have been dancing since, 
including both far north on the frozen Arctic Ocean, and ‘way down south 
in Antarctica. 
 
If you want to follow along with their adventures on line, Carol & Pat have 
a blog at http://carolandpat09.blogspot.com/.  
                                                                    

  


