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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT – THOMAS CHRISTOPHER 
By Carol Fey 

Thomas Christopher’s (known as TC) dancing began in Chicago.  He explains, ”I was sent by my fiddle instructor to find out what the 
music should sound like.  I saw the dancers' faces and decided I wanted to feel that way too.  I've been feeling that way ever since.” 
 

Thomas found CFOOTMAD when he moved  to Boulder and needed a new community to belong to.  “I was consulting at Sandia and 
Los Alamos labs at the time.  I'd fly into Denver, drive to New Mexico, work, drive back, dance, and fly home to Chicago. Eventually I 
built enough of a network in CFOOTMAD that I felt safe to move.” 
 

Now Thomas teaches the Boulder dance beginners' class. “This is something I have put a lot of time and attention into. It's important to 
me that newcomers learn enough not to feel overwhelmed by the dances. 
 

Along those lines, Thomas believes that we need to keep developing talent:  
 

(1) Devote several of the first dances of the evening to dancing with newcomers.  Groups begin to die when the members lose interest 
in anything but advanced dances with skilled partners. 
 

(2) Give new callers stage time.  I'm inviting new callers to teach part of the lesson at Boulder. 
 

Professionally, Thomas has created a series of instructional CDs to help independent professionals use technology to promote their 
careers. The first shows how to publish one’s own book quickly and cheaply at a print-on-demand publisher.  He says, “You can have a 
copy in your hand in two weeks for under $20.” 

 

One of Thomas hobbies is writing formal rhymed, metered poetry: 
 

It’s only a dance camp late at night.  
We’re not acquainted; we’re waltzing by chance. 
I say, “We’re so smooth.” I say, “It’s so right.”  
 

“It’s only a dance,  
It’s only,” she says, “a brief circumstance.  
One perfect waltz is a perfect delight.  
But one perfect waltz is not a romance.” 
 

Waltzing another, we flow close and tight.  
“Our homes are so distant,” she says with that glance.  
“Thank you,” I say. “I am flattered despite  
 It’s only a dance.”                           

 

 

CHRIS KERMIET HONORED AS LIVING LEGEND OF DANCE 
The Friends of the Carson-Brierly Dance Library honored Chris Kermiet, a long-time favorite community dance caller, for his contribution 
to dance in this state. Kermiet along with five others were recognized as Living Legends of Dance at a reception Sunday, October 18. 

 

Kermiet, a Denver native, has been calling for more than 35 years.  He calls contras, Appalachian big circle dances, English Country 
Dance and Celtic ceilidhs.  Working with a live band, he calls for the weekly community dances sponsored by Colorado Friends of Old 
Time Music and Dance. Kermiet and his wife live in Denver.  
 

The Friends of the Carson-Brierly Dance Library, founded in 1972, sponsors Living Legends of Dance in Colorado. Other honorees were 
Hannah Kahn who founded the Hannah Kahn Dance Company, Lynne Taylor-Corbett who is currently creating a work to open a new 
theater near Beijing, China, Michelle O’Bryan Hamel presently teaches at the Cleo Parker Robinson Dance Company, Jerry Rumley, 
former director of the University of Denver Dance Department, and Beverly Elinoff, well-known in the local folk dance community, who 
was honored posthumously.  
 

The Carson-Brierly Dance Library is located in the Special Collections Section of Penrose Library at the University of Denver.  For more 
information call 303-399-6208 or 303-758-6992. 


